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My grandmother, Frieda Yaffe, with Binyamin, 1921
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Malka and Binyamin Yaffe, my parents
died after much suffering
Chana Lieba and Binyamin Zev Cheshin
my husband David’s parents
fell ill and and died soon after
David Breslau, our adopted grandfather
lived long years
My mother’s family, the Kleinsingers
were murdered in Warsaw
during the Holocaust
My grandfather, Yosef Alter Kleinsinger
died young, in Tel Aviv in the 1950s
My grandfather, Leib Yaffe, was
killed by the blast of a booby-trapped car
in Jerusalem, 1948
My beloved grandmother, Frieda
lived to a ripe old age and
left instructions to
burn her diaries after her death
The funeral procession of my grandfather, Leib Yaffe, March 12, 1948
[Photo: Y. Eisenstark]
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David Breslau and his two sisters
grew up in the United States
during the Depression
Their mother burned to death
when her dress caught fire at the stove
None of the three ever married
They died childless
David, however, acquired a family
He adopted us and our children
and we took him into our hearts
For many years he would come
to our home every single day
at five o’clock in the afternoon

David Breslau, our adopted grandfather,
with Tal and Adam, 1985 [Photo: Leora Cheshin]
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David Breslau [top row, left] and his family, Camden,

David Breslau [left] and his sister, 1917

New Jersey U.S. c. 1929
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My mother’s sister, Hadassah
took her own life
as a young girl
in Warsaw before the Shoah
Why?
Was she ill?
In body?
In mind?

My mother [center], her brother David and sister Ida,
Warsaw 1925. Where is Hadassah?
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My mother’s father, Yosef Alter Kleinsinger
came to the land of Israel alone
in 1935 from Warsaw
He was a scholar and earned his living
trading in objets d’art and antiquities
in his shop on Shenkin street in Tel Aviv
Most of his day was devoted to the Torah
He lived in a tiny apartment
with his daughter, son-in-law
and their two children
Why did he come to this land on his own?
What happened to his wife?
What was her name?
My grandfather, Yosef Alter Kleinsinger [right], and his brother, Marseille 1924
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My grandfather, Yosef Alter [in suit], Israel 1942

An announcement in 1940 addressed to “Fellow Jews!” reporting the fate of
1,750 illegal immigrants to Palestine who had been refused entry by the British
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My grandfather, Leib Yaffe, was an
ardent Zionist, a writer and a poet
He was Head of Keren Hayesod
when he was killed by the blast of a
booby-trapped car in the courtyard of
the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, 1948
I was born eleven months
after his death and
his name is embedded in mine
My parents sought to merge his
Russian name, Leo, with a
modern Hebrew one
What was he like?
What were his thoughts?
His feelings?
His passions?

The blast in Leib Yaffe’s office at the Keren Hayesod
[United Israel Appeal (UIA)] in the Jewish Agency
courtyard, March 11, 1948
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Chaim Nachman Bialik and Leib Yaffe [sitting], Holland 1907
[Photo: Atelier Frenay, Den Haag]
Leib Yaffe [young boy in center] with his family,
Grodno, Russia c. 1885
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Grandmother Frieda was a
source of comfort in my childhood
After her husband was killed in the blast
she moved from their big house
in Talpiot, Jerusalem
to a small apartment on Mt. Carmel
I sat facing her as she played Solitaire
I watched her powder her face
I listened when she talked about her
journey through life
about her fears
her loneliness
She kept diaries throughout her life
In her will she instructed that they be burned
The family secrets that went up in flames
still disturb my peace

My grandmother, Frieda Yaffe, aged 16, Moscow 1908
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The Yaffe family home
was built at the beginning of the 1920s
The home of the Kornbergs was on its right
The home of the Klausner family on its left
The writer Agnon’s house was opposite
And today? They live on in street names
Shai Agnon in Givat Oranim
Leib Yaffe in Arnona
And the street in Talpiot
where all four houses once stood
is Yosef Klausner Street today

The Yaffe family home, Talpiot, Jerusalem c. 1925
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My mother’s mother
What was her name?
What was she like?
Why did her husband leave?
How many children did she have?
Why did her daughter Hadassah
take her own life?

My mother’s mother, 1890 [?]
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Avraham Chaim Cheshin married
Fruma Esther, a direct descendant of
Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe, known as the
‘Ba’al Halevushim’
who lived in the 16th Century
and was one of the great
arbitrators of Jewish law
Their son, Nehemia Cheshin, married
Pina Reyla, and they had
Binyamin Zev Cheshin who
married Chana Lieba, née Porush
They had David
who married me
I too am a direct descendant of
Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe known as the
‘Ba’al Halevushim’
who lived in the 16th century
and was one of the great
arbitrators of Jewish law
And thus, after four generations
The two families, Yaffe and Cheshin
were once again united through marriage
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David Cheshin [bottom row, left] at his sister Chaya’s wedding,
Jerusalem 1955
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Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe [1530-1612], known as the ‘Ba’al Halevushim’ [Master of
Garments] was among the great scholars of Bohemia, a rabbi and commentator
of the ‘Shulkhan Arukh’. He also wrote a commentary on the Bible as well as
texts on Jewish law, philosophy, science and the Kabbalah.
Legend has it that Rabbi Mordechai titled his books Levushim [garments]
following a defining incident in his life. A Christian woman of the aristocracy
had fallen in love with Rabbi Mordechai, who was a handsome man. She invited
him to her home under false pretenses, then locked him inside and demanded
that he marry her and convert to Christianity. Rabbi Mordechai refused. As the
woman would not allow him to leave, he escaped from the house through a
sewer, thus ruining all of his ten items of clothing. In memory of this ordeal,
Rabbi Mordechai wrote ten books entitled ‘Levushim’.
Legend also has it that, following this incident, Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe [yaffe
is the Hebrew word for beautiful] prayed that for the next ten generations his
descendents would be ugly, so that they would never be at risk of getting into
a similar situation, and indeed his petition to heaven was granted.
Among his descendents were Rabbi Mordechai Gimpel Yaffe, Rabbi of Rozhnoi,
and one of the pioneers who founded and settled Yahud; Rabbi Abraham Isaac
HaCohen Kook, philosopher and first Chief Rabbi of Israel; and Leib Yaffe, head
of Keren Hayesod, who was killed by the blast of a booby-trapped car in the
Jewish Agency courtyard as the State was being established.

Chana Lieba [girl on the left, David Cheshin’s mother] with her father, Eliyahu Nachum
Porush, her mother, Golda, and sister and brother, Leika and Shlomo Zalman, 1915

http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki
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Two Families
Last week, a local Jerusalem wedding
sparked much interest, and not only
amongst its many and various guests.
The groom, David Cheshin, is the son of
Rabbi Zev Cheshin, a Breslaver Hasid, and
grandson of the late Rabbi Eli Porush,
the spiritual leader of the ‘Neturei Karta’
movement – a group of extremely
orthodox Jews who reject Zionism and
the establishment of the State of Israel.
The bride, Leora Yaffe, is the daughter
of Binyamin Yaffe, head of the Dept of
Foreign Relations in the Jewish Agency,
and granddaughter of the late poet Leib
Jaffe, one of the most prominent leaders
of the Zionist movement who, until the
day of his death, headed Keren Hayesod.
The wedding guests reflected this unusual
union. There were members of the old
Yishuv – those Jewish communities living
in Israel before the first immigration wave
of the early 1880s, in their traditional
outfits – as well as celebrated members
from senior ranks of government and
the Jewish Agency – the new Yishuv so
to speak, secular and more modern in
their approach. The wedding was a truly
impressive encounter between these two
worlds, with representatives of both sides
gathering to celebrate.

Under the chuppah at the wedding ceremony, June 1971
[Photo: Krein]

Article appearing in the newspaper
‘Panim el Panim’, June 1971
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My mother worked hard
suffered from ill health
and was a prisoner of her past
My father was preoccupied
with the loss of the father
he had never had
I have neither brother nor sister

With my parents, Jerusalem, March 1950
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The round table and chairs
in my kitchen served the paying
guests of the small pension
my grandmother ran in her home
to support her family
while her husband Leib Yaffe was
travelling round the globe
raising contributions from diaspora Jews
to build the Jewish homeland
The furniture was built in the 1920s
in a Jerusalem orphanage

The Yaffe family home in Talpiot, Jerusalem, beginning of the 1930s
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The walnut table and the Chippendale chairs
came from Grandfather Alter’s antique shop
The spice box from grandmother
Frieda’s family in Moscow
The candlesticks from David Breslau’s
childhood home
And the sewing machine from the
Cheshin’s Shaarei Chesed home
where Chana Lieba sewed
elegant garments for the ladies of Rechavia
to feed her ten children

Each piece of furniture, picture and object in our home
is layered with memories [Photo: Leora Cheshin]
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Chana Lieba had a
big heart
natural leadership
and the wisdom that life imparts
‘Libi’ would have been my second
daughter’s name
had I had another girl

Chana Lieba and Binaymin Zev Cheshin, Shaarei Chesed,
Jerusalem 1971 [Photo: Leora Cheshin]
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In the year five thousand six hundred
and eighteen, dated from the creation
of the world, which is 1858
according to the common era
Dov Ber, son of Rabbi Mordechai Gimpel Yaffe
entered into marriage with
Chana Leah, daughter of the community leader
Reb Yisrael Moshe Fishel
son of Aryeh Leib Lapin
a wealthy Jerusalemite and
a pioneer in the land of Israel
Mordechai Gimpel Yaffe
grandfather of my grandfather
was a rabbi, commentator and pioneer who
immigrated to the land of Israel in 1888
and settled in Yahud where he
established ‘Degel Torah’
the first modern yeshiva in Israel

A ketubah [marriage contract] sealing the 1858 marriage of Dov Ber, son of
Rabbi Mordechai Gimpel Yaffe, and Chaya Leah, daughter of Reb Fishel Lapin
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Sarah Fraydl, née Harlap, wife of Reb Fishel Lapin,
Jerusalem 1870 [?] [Photo: G. Krikorian]
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Reb Fishel Lapin, one of the early leaders in the land of Israel
during the years 1863-1889 [Photo: J. Sadovski]
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In 1970, leading up to our wedding
A pre-marital agreement
[tna’im] was signed
The connection to Rabbi Mordechai Yaffe
known as the ‘Ba’al Halevushim’
who lived in the 16th Century
and was one of the great
arbitrators of Jewish law
made it somewhat easier
for the groom’s parents
to come to terms with the secular match
David Breslau signed
on behalf of the groom’s side

The agreement [tna’im] was signed before the wedding,
Jerusalem, 1970. Each side committed financially toward the
purchase of an apartment for the young couple
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The wedding dress was sewn by
A local Jerusalem dressmaker
Fruits and sponge cakes were served
Seven times I traced a circle around the groom
The renowned Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
one of the great commentators
of the 20th Century performed the ceremony
The mountains of Moab were witness to the event

The wedding took place in the Old City of Jerusalem, in Rothschild
Square [Kikar Batey Mahase] June 3, 1971 [Photo: Krein]
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It seems to me that in giving me the name Adam, my parents wished, perhaps
without being aware of it, to fuse their own past and future. They bestowed
upon me a name that might appear to be biblical but does not act that
way; a name that treads lightly, feels at home in the secular world and even
grants a nod toward the big world. And yet it is not entirely detached from
the fetters of tradition. It is a name whose feet, like those of my father, are
planted in the world of the Bible, and whose head is filled with enlightened
knowledge; a name familiar to different nations, yet raising no objections
on the home front.
Adam Cheshin, 2006

Tal and Adam Cheshin, Sinai 1980 [Photo: Leora Cheshin]
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Malka Yaffe, née Kleinsinger, passed away at the age of 58
Her sister Ida at the age of 56
Her brother David at the age of 32
Yosef Alter Kleinsinger died at the age of 64
His wife perished in the Holocaust
Their daughter, Hadassah, committed suicide at a young age
Binyamin Yaffe passed away at the age of 64
Leib Yaffe was killed in a terrorist attack at the age of 72
Chana Lieba Cheshin née Porush died at the age of 70
Binyamin Zev Cheshin passed away at the age of 79
David Breslau returned his soul to his Maker at the age of 88
Grandmother Frieda died at the age of 92
Only pain has no age, it never passes away

The destruction wrought by the booby-trapped car in the Jewish Agency
courtyard, the explosion in which my grandfather, Leib Yaffe, was killed.
[Photo: Rolf M. Kneller]
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My grandfather, Leib Yaffe, his wife Frieda and their children Miriam, Tamar and
Binyamin [my father] on his grandmother Chana’s lap, Talpiot, Jerusalem c. 1925

One of Leib Yaffe’s poems in his own handwriting,
a love poem to Jerusalem, beginning of the 20th Century
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“If you will it, it is no dream” [Theodor Herzl]
Postcard from the 1930s, Goldberg Press, Jerusalem
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Leora Cheshin here unveils her family’s fascinating and
dramatic history in a story of two old Jerusalem families
from opposing sides of Israeli society who strangely share a
common ancestor. She charts the different paths they travelled
and how, eventually, their paths crossed again to become one.
Combining old family photographs, documents and newspaper
clippings with her own writing, Leora Cheshin weaves a
tapestry of intersecting narratives, creating a work which
is at the same time deeply personal and distinctly universal.

From a series of postcards, published by S. Sharnopolsky, Tel Aviv,
beginning of the 20th Century.
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